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ANTIMICROBIALS FAQ

What are Antimicrobials?
Antimicrobials are substances that are designed to be toxic to certain 
organisms including bacteria, viruses, and fungi. They are commonly 
used in various materials to prevent mildew growth or the formation of 
odors from microbial activity (such as in some fabrics, paints, or 
upholstery). However, they are also used to kill or deactivate microbes 
(germs) in order to prevent disease spread.

Disinfecting Sprays and Wipes, Hand Sanitizers, and 
Antibacterial Hand Soaps are Used to Kill Germs – Do 
These Products Contain Antimicrobials?
Yes. Any product that promises to disinfect, sterilize, or kill germs, 
contains an antimicrobial substance.

How Do I know that These Types of Products are Effective?
The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) classifies antimicrobials as 
pesticides and therefore requires efficacy testing and re gistration of all 
materials that contain antimicrobials whenever a human health benefit 
claim is made.1

Can Disinfecting Sprays and Wipes Be Used on Corian® 
Solid Surface or Corian® Quartz and are they Effective in 
Killing Germs?
Yes. When used per manufacturer directions, most common disinfecting 
solutions are safe to use and highly effective.2

Are Corian® Solid Surface and Corian® Quartz 
Antimicrobial?
No. Neither product contains antimicrobial substances. Rather, they are 
hard, non-porous materials which do not promote the growth of 
microbes and allow for easy and effective cleaning and disinfecting, on-
demand, using a variety of commercially available products.

Wouldn’t a Surface with Embedded Antimicrobials be 
Beneficial to Fight Germs?
There are numerous products on the market that have embedded 
antimicrobials and make germ killing claims, including: fabrics, carpeting, 
countertops, plumbing fixtures, and door handles. While intuitively, these 
products seem like they would be beneficial, there is a lack of evidence that 
they actually improve human health3 and there are several concerns that 
have not been adequately addressed. Here is a summary of key points:

1. There is virtually no evidence indicating that materials with embedded
antimicrobial agents are effective in improving human health4

2. There is growing concern over the creation of resistant microbes
from using products with embedded antimicrobials5

3. Further, there is concern over antimicrobials leaching out of or otherwise 
being displaced from materials,6 contaminating the surrounding
environment, and potentially causing unintended health effects

4. There is concern that using products with embedded antimicrobials
in the built environment will drive complacency amongst workers
who are charged with properly cleaning and disinfecting surfaces7

5. Kaiser-Permanente, a leading healthcare provider in the United States, 
has banned the use of a 15 specific antimicrobials in construction
materials for their hospitals/health care facilities,8 to address concerns
about mounting exposure to chemicals toxic to humans and the
environment as well as the threat of drug-resistant bacteria

6. Many products with embedded antimicrobials are only effective
against bacteria and not viruses

7. Products with antimicrobials that make human health claims need to
be registered as a pesticide with the EPA. Such products are not
regulated by the Food and Drug Administration (FDA) and therefore
cannot be rendered FDA compliant as a food contact surface.9

8. Routine and proper cleaning and disinfection of surfaces is among
the strongest measures against microbial spread and Health Care
Acquired Infections (HAIs)10,11,12
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This information is based on technical data that DuPont Specialty Products USA, LLC  and its affiliates (“DuPont”) believe to be reliable, and is intended for use by persons having technical skill and at their own discretion and 
risk. DuPont cannot and does not warrant that this information is absolutely current or accurate, although every effort is made to ensure that it is kept as current and accurate as possible. Because conditions of use are outside 
DuPont’s control, DuPont makes no representations or warranties, express or implied, with respect to the information, or any part thereof, including any warranties of title, non-infringement of copyright or patent rights of others, 
merchantability, or fitness or suitability for any purpose and assumes no liability or responsibility for the accuracy, completeness, or usefulness of any information. This information should not be relied upon to create specifications, 
designs, or installation guidelines. The persons responsible for the use and handling of the product are responsible for ensuring the design, fabrication, or installation methods and process present no health or safety hazards. Do not 
attempt to perform specification, design, fabrication, or installation work without proper training or without the proper personal protection equipment. Nothing herein is to be taken as a license to operate under or a recommendation 
to infringe any patents. DuPont shall have no liability for the use of or results obtained from such information, whether or not based on DuPont’s negligence. DuPont shall not be liable for (i) any damages, including claims relating 
to the specification, design, fabrication, installation, or combination of this product with any other product(s), and (ii) special, direct, indirect or consequential damages. DuPont reserves the right to make changes to this information 
and to this disclaimer. DuPont encourages you to review this information and this disclaimer periodically for any updates or changes. Your continued access or use of this information shall be deemed your acceptance of this disclaimer 
and any changes and the reasonableness of these standards for notice of changes.

The Corian® Design Logo and Corian® and all trademarks and service marks denoted with ™, ℠ or ® are owned by affiliates of DuPont de Nemours, Inc. unless otherwise noted. © 2020 DuPont.

PLEASE VISIT OUR WEB SITE: WWW.CORIAN.COM OR CORIANQUARTZ.COM, OR CONTACT YOUR CORIAN® 
REPRESENTATIVE FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT CORIAN® SOLID SURFACE AND CORIAN® QUARTZ
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