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Corian® Exteriors wraps the BI CUBE, a building supporting agile working
at Boehringer Ingelheim headquarters
April 2019 – Agility is an explicit corporate culture component of the research driven pharmaceutical
company Boehringer Ingelheim: it allows the entire organization to quickly perceive and react to
changes in business environment, products and technologies. Improving the ways of working is
definitely part of this mindset so Boehringer Ingelheim briefed Hirschmuellerschmidt Architektur for
the creation of a new building for agile working in their headquarters located in Ingelheim am Rhein,
Rhineland-Palatinate, Germany. The project envisioned by the architectural practice for the new
building – called the BI CUBE - resulted in a working environment where each element is designed to
promote creativity: from the building shape and construction materials, to the interiors layout and
technical equipment as well as the self-sufficient energy system.
To provide the new structure with a smart looking façade reflecting the philosophy behind the BI
CUBE, Hirschmuellerschmidt Architektur has used Corian® Exteriors, a solution based on Corian®
Solid Surface, taking advantage from its technical performance, functional and aesthetic benefits.
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When the architects were searching the ideal solution for the façade material, they came across
Corian® Exteriors which was chosen eventually as it fitted the design requirements of sustainability,
durability, short onsite construction while also offering unique aesthetics. They firstly realized a
prefabricated timber frame that has been covered with a curtain wall made of Corian® Exteriors
panels.
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This versatile façade solution allowed creating an eye-catching white architecture characterized by
rounded edges, diagonals lines and cantilevered canopies. The design features different sized and
thermoformed panels of Corian® Exteriors. Most of the panels have been mounted with narrow joints
that are almost invisible from a distance. Wider joints of 10 centimeters, that let appear a sublayer of
Corian® Exteriors panels in black colour, have been used for structural purpose while they also
enhance the elegant design with contrasting curved lines.
“We had already used Corian® Solid Surface for interiors projects in the past. For the BI CUBE, we
were searching a cladding material that would have a technical and smart look, be pleasant to the
touch, robust, durable and quick to install on the prefabricated wooden structure. Corian® Solid
Surface has inherently all these properties. It has been easy to shape as we needed to achieve our
design vision and the installation could be made in just eight weeks. The building looks and feels
exactly the way we designed it. We will consider Corian® Exteriors solutions again in the future,
whenever they will be able to meet the project requirements, goal and philosophy.” said architect Lars
Geis from Hirschmuellerschmidt Architektur.
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Located in Ingelheim am Rhein, in the heart of the Boehringer Ingelheim headquarters, in the main
plaza and close to the company restaurant, the BI CUBE – a 700 square metres white modern
construction - stands out from the surrounding buildings.
The space includes large glazing to allow the maximum amount of natural light. The interiors have
been equipped with modular furnishing solutions that can be moved for creating different working
settings. The building envelope made with Corian® Exteriors is a low maintenance solution: it is easy
to clean and can also be repaired, in case of damages, and contributes also to the energy efficiency
of the structure.
For the Boehringer Ingelheim BI CUBE project, 650 square meters of Corian® in the Glacier White
colour and 65 square meters for the joints in the Deep Nocturne colour were used. The fabrication of
the Corian® Exteriors panels has been made by Industrie-Manufaktur Hasenkopf
(www.hasenkopf.de), an Industrial Partner of the Corian® Quality Network, with top class capabilities
and experience in the fabrication of Corian® Solid Surface. Popiolek Fassaden company
(www.popiolek-fassaden.net) installed the Corian® Exteriors panels.
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About Hirschmuellerschmidt Architektur (www.hirschmuellerschmidt.de)
It includes how we think about architecture, how we deal with each other and how we work. Attention means
attention for the task, the client's plans, a building's environment, the building's substance, nature and its
resources, and the needs of future users. Attention means esteem - for colleagues, partners, employees, good
ideas, creative and technical quality down to the last detail, courage, consistency, substance. But attention is
also the call to highest respect. It keeps us awake, curious, agile, stimulates our sporting ambition and ensures
that we are always at the cutting edge of technology. The result is sustainable architecture that does not
misunderstand itself as an end in itself but focuses on people.
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About Boehringer Ingelheim (www.boehringer-ingelheim.com) – Improving the health and quality of life of
patients is the goal of the research-driven pharmaceutical company Boehringer Ingelheim. The focus in doing
so is on diseases for which no satisfactory treatment option exists to date. The company therefore concentrates
on developing innovative therapies that can extend patients’ lives. In animal health, Boehringer Ingelheim
stands for advanced prevention.
Family-owned since it was established in 1885, Boehringer Ingelheim is one of the pharmaceutical industry’s
top 20 companies. Some 50,000 employees create value through innovation daily for the three business areas
human pharmaceuticals, animal health and biopharmaceuticals. In 2017, Boehringer Ingelheim achieved net
sales of nearly 18.1 billion euros. R&D expenditure, exceeding three billion euros, corresponded to 17.0 per
cent of net sales.
As a family-owned company, Boehringer Ingelheim plans in generations and focuses on long-term success. The
company therefore aims at organic growth from its own resources with simultaneous openness to partnerships
and strategic alliances in research. In everything it does, Boehringer Ingelheim naturally adopts responsibility
towards mankind and the environment.
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